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Dear All,

My name is Ze’ev Milbauer. | was born in Zakarpattia, in Mukachevo. | have immigrated to
Israel in 1972. To the best of my understanding, many attendees of today’s gathering are
from Zakarpattia or have roots in the region.

For three years now, | have been serving as the Chairman of the Association of Zakarpattia
Jews in Israel, an organization founded by Holocaust survivors immediately after the
establishment of the State of Israel. The association’s aim is to unify our communities;
remember and honor the memory of Holocaust victims; support Holocaust survivors; and
preserve and pass on the heritage of the Zakarpattia Jews to future generations. This heritage
is informed by an understanding that we remain responsible for each other; that we extend
a helping hand to those in need; and that we pledge to support the State of Israel, a state
founded in the wake of the Holocaust.

Those gathered here today, children and grandchildren of the founders of the Shelter for
Israel are continuing the good work of your parents and grandparents who made a
commitment to strongly support the newly established State of Israel and its residents, many
of them Holocaust survivors. The State of Israel today is different from the state your
parents pledged to support. At the time, Israel was a small and poor country, one that was
barely able to guarantee the basic needs of its citizens. It was a country that had tried hard
to accommodate wave after wave of immigrants, while also fighting with enemies who
wished the state’s destruction .

Your parents made sure that Israel becomes the strong and prosperous state it is today.
Growth, however, is often accompanied by social problems as well as market-driven realities
that leave many residents poor. As some flourish, other have a hard time to maintain a
dignified existence in the face of bureaucratic hurdles and complicated procedures that



make it hard to obtain welfare services. We can all agree on one thing: no one in the modern
State of Israel should be left behind. Your continuous support and generous contributions
will ensure that no one in Israel will be left behind.

I am honored to have the opportunity to express my respect and appreciation for the good
works the Shelter for Israel and its members have been carrying out for many years. The
help we receive from you is truly invaluable.

| want to take this opportunity to thank Meira Gabay and Kati Weinberger and her husband
Tibor for introducing me to you and making me aware of the organization’s activities on
behalf of Israel.

May you enjoy great health and success in all your activities.
Warmly,

Ze’ev Milbauer,
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https://www.youtube.com/watch? v=R1G21cho0zw&t=20s

https: //www.mytelaviv.co.il/Beregszasz
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